BACKGROUNDER NO. 5-5682 APRIL i, 1978 
RUSSELL SPLANE/MIAMI 


US JAPANESE SATELLITE LAUNCH 

ANNCR: 

THE LAUNCHING OF A JAPANESE TELEVISION SATELLITE FROM 
CAPE CANAVERAL, FLORIDA--ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR MARCH TWENTY~ 
THIRD BUT POSTPONED BECAUSE OF A POSSIBLE PROBLEM IN THE U.S. 
DELTA LAUNCH VEHICLE--HAS BEEN RE-SCHEDULED FOR APRIL SEVENTH 
CCORRECT). VOA CORRESPONDENT RUSSELL SPLANE HAS THE DETAILS 
IN THIS REPORT FROM MIAMI: 
VOICE: 

OFFICIALS DECIDED TO POSTPONE THE LAUNCH AFTER THE 

STUDY OF DATA FROM AN EARLIER LAUNCH OF DELTA ROCKET INDICATED 
THERE HAD BEEN A LEAK OF LIQUID OXYGEN DURING THE FIRING OF THE 
FIRST STAGE. THE MISHAP OCCURRED EARLY IN MARCH DURING THE LAUNCH 
OF THE THERD LANDSAT PICTURE-TAKING SATELLITE USED BY THE U.S. 
SPACE AGENCY IN ITS EARTH RESOURCES STUDIES. SPACE OFFICIALS 
AT CAPE CANAVERAL, AND THE DELTA ROCKET MANUFACTURER TECHNICIANS 
ON THE U.S. WEST COAST, STUDIED THE PROBLEM, BUT NEITHER 
GROUP COULD FIND A SPECIFIC EXPLANATION. TECHNICIANS AT THE 
CAPE, HOWEVER, DECIDED TO REPLACE WHAT THEY CALL THE "POGO 
SUPPRESSION UNIT" IN THE DELTA VEHICLE. THE UNIT IS SIMPLY A 
SERIES OF BAFFLES IN THE LIQUID OXYGEN TANK THAT PREVENTS 
THE FUEL FROM BEING BUFFETED ABOUT DURING FLIGHT. THE UNIT 
GETS ITS NAME BECAUSE THE LIQUID HAS A TENDENCY TO JUMP ABOUT 
LIKE A MAN ON A POGO STICK. 

THE LAUNCH IS NOW SET FOR 5:01 P.M., EST, ON FRIDAY, 
APRIL SEVENTH. THE SATELLITE--DESIGNED BY JAPAN'S NATIONAL 
SPACE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY--IS TO BE PLACED IN SYNCHRONOUS 
ORBIT 35,806 KILOMETERS HIGH OVER THE ISLAND OF BORNEO, IT 


WILL PICK UP AND RE-TRANSMIT COLOR TELEVISION PICTURES THAT 
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CAN BE RECEIVED BY HOME TELEVISION SETS THROUGHOUT ALL THE 
JAPANESE ISLANDS AND OKINAWA, IF SUCCESSFUL, THE SATELLITE 
SYSTEM IS EXPECTED TO BENEFIT JAPANESE WHO LIVE ON THE OFFSHORE 
ISLANDS OR INACCESSIBLE MOUNTAIN AREAS WHERE THE NATION'S 


CURRENT TV SERVICE IS OFTEN UNSATISFACTORY. 


WJL 


